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May 4, 2001

Dear (‘ -ongressman Wellec '

Wembneﬂyatafmdmmxgmtaboutthneyem&ago T own asmall
laboratary that deals psimarily with CSHA related workplace chemical safety issues. [am
forwarding this letter to you via Ms, Joan De Muth to express my concerns over the
polhticization of OSHA and the EPA dunng the last eighr years. :

~ TheRepublican Party was correct in remanding OSHA's esgonomic standard. It was
more of 3 politcal pa.yoif to the unions than 30 effort to improve worker safety. However,
my greater concern 15 the political agenda expressed by the EPA on eavironmental assues.
Toviahizing the smpoctance of good &xvitoamental policy by demagoguing an issue such as
arsenic in water is polifics at irs wogst. Your effort ro ceeare thc_]ohetAxsenalmldhfe -
Preserve convinces me that you understand this, -+ -

The EPA enjays a high level of goodwill and trast among the g:ncal public; sadly
this wust is lugelyundesetvcd:ndth t fact must be made known if the EPA's ageadaisto
be challenged. .

You may recall the major news story of last yeac that NICOR had contaminated

" hundreds of Chicago area bomes with miercury when they removed old gas meters.
- Typically, this caused major over-reaciion the problem by stressmg the possibility of
. danger to thie public's children. ' )

'My company tnanufactures md—of-se:vme—hfe indicatoss for respirators that are '
wom by technicians when clcanmg up spulled mescury. Thegefore, [ was zware of rhc tue
extent of the problema.

' All gas meters mannfacwured prior 1 the midf1970's conia mucmy 45 a pressure
regulator. When these metexs are replaced with newer models, mercury spills may occur.
*Thus, homes contagunated wirh significaar levels of mercury ace not Limited o the Chicago
area- Mercury contaminanon 18 a potential problem in any home built hefore 1975. Not
sucpnsing, the cost ro clean-up contanunated homes pationwide Was initally estiznated at
$100 + million.

Quicty, the mercury issue hns d:sappcm:d and the E#A and the media are gow
focused oa atsenic. I am privy to some insight that is not widely known on the mercury '
issue. The Amomey Genecal of the Suite of Ilinois worked wirh the Federal EPA to address
the mercury spills in the Chicago arez. The EPA norified all natueal gas providexs in the
United Suates of the potential for spall problems and then decided o drop the issue. In
ordez 10 da that legally, the Federal EPA has re-woitten thels mercury regulations to exempt
mercury spills in pravate homes :nd ha; tncreased allowable mercury levels in homes by 3
5 fold. -

- The realquesnon is: Whywould the EPA, rewrite the:tsmduds w allow childsen 10
be exposed o mercury in ther bomes at levels 3 to 5 tmes geeares than what was previously
consideced safe? Hexe I rely on educar=d speculation. Mercmry 8pills natioowide are not 2
new problem; just au cld problem recently broughs to the public’s artention-
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'I'he amount of tnm:uty that way be spilled whea momg an old £38 meter can
ukewyemmlong::bfuﬂymspmt It is probable that many families have lived with
mercury contamingtion in theit basements for many yeags. Why aren't the children sick?
Explaiamg thac phenomenon is a problem for the EPA.

: If you check the cecords, you will find that the EPA's final segulation undes Clinton |
was for lower mexcury emissions levels from coal ficed power plants. If the childeeq are not
v mckﬁ:omme:uuymd:mbasmmm,hwmtheEPAmufycveum:tEtmmwy
reguladon fotipdusy? -

T suggest that with some coopa:mon from othm, members of your staff can .
confinn this information, The public deserves ro know if the EPA is protecting the pwple
or its own political ageada. Exposing th: muth will eacourage the public to addcess -
eavironmeatal issues on 2 souad scientific basis rather than mismformation 20d emotion.

. I place myself ae yous dispcsal should you find thas an tmpoztany issus to pursve.

| Sincere regards, : ' ,
Thomas D. Khngner
- President .





